In June, 1924, his “phantoms’’ saw to it — with their usual irony — that
while dying of STARVATION, he would be correcting the galley-proofs of
an astonishing masterwork called . .

)
N\ \\ N
AN
N
Ny
\1

¥
7

S




\)
{ THE LAST FEW DECADES, THE INTEREST IN
PROFESSIONAL HUNGER-ARTISTRY HAS GREATLY DIM -
INISHED, ONCE THE WHOLE TOWN CAME OUT TO SEE
THE HUNGER-ARTIST. SOME EVEN BOUGHT SEASON
TICKETS, AND AT NIGHT THE SCENE WAS BATHED IN
THE LIGHT OF TORCHES.
GROUPS OF PROPESSIONAL WATCHERS, USUALLY

BUTCHERS, WERE SENT TO WATCH HIM, IN CASE.

HE HAD SOME SECRET CACHE OF NOURISHMENT. BUT,
DURING ms FAST THE ARTISTE WOULD NEVER, BVEN
UNDER. COMPULSION, SWALLOW THE SMALLEST BIT
OF FOOD; HIS PROFESSIONAL HONOR. FORBADE IT. HE
ALONE WAEW WHAT THE OTHERS DIDN'T: PASTING
WAS THE EASIEST THING IN THE WORLD.
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IM THE GLORY OF FASTING
BVEN HIMSELF TO REACH
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TIME WENT BY PEOPGE BECAME INTERESTED N OTHER.
, AND WERE REVOLTED BY PROFESSIONAL FASTING.
CRANGE JOBS3, PANATICALLY DE -

THE HUONGERCARTIST COULD NOT

VOTED TOFASTING AS HE WAS. SO DISCHARGING THE IMPRES -
ARJO. HE RIREP RIMSELF OUT TO A LARGE CIRCUS, WHERE
HiS CAGE WRS PUT OUTSIDE, NEAR. THOSE OF THE ANIMALS.
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WERE HIS LAST
BUT IN H1S BROKEN
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EYES ONE COULD SEE THE
FIRM, IF NO LONGER. PROUD,

CONVICTION THAT HE WAS
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HBY BRACED
THEMSELVES, CROWD-

THE SIGRT OF
ED ROUND THE CAGE,

IN IT5 JAWS, AND
THE LIFE FORCE
CAME SO PASSIONATE-
LY FROM KIS THROAT
THAT THE SPECTA -
TORS COULD HARDLY
BEAR

IT. BUTT

AND DID NOT' WANT
TO MOVE AWAY.
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